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in good companyIn Good Company

Scholarships Provide
Great Returns

The University of Texas Southwestern
Medical Center is able to attract some of
the finest medical students in the country
thanks to donors with the foresight to
realize the benefits that scholarships
provide to students as well as the commu-
nity. This year, Southwestern Medical
Foundation will give scholarships, with a
total value of $227,000, to 210 UT South-
western medical students. These scholar-
ships are awarded based on financial
need and academic merit.

On Nov. 7, the Foundation hosted a
luncheon for scholarship donors and
recipients. Approximately 30 students
receiving scholarships through South-
western Medical Foundation attended
the event, talked about their career plans
and publicly thanked their benefactors.

Advisors recommend that incoming
students budget approximately $35,000
per year for tuition and living expenses.
Of that, $12,100 is tuition for Texas resi-
dents. Out-of-state tuition is significantly
higher. Last year, UT Southwestern’s
medical students borrowed nearly $26
million. By graduation, 82 percent of stu-
dents have accumulated a debt load of
$94,000 per person.

In addition to alleviating debt, schol-
arships help draw talented medical stu-
dents to Dallas. Many former students
remain in the community after complet-
ing their education. They begin their
practice at area facilities, buy cars, pur-
chase first homes, pay taxes and more.

Savvy donors realize that the gift of a
scholarship has a long-term impact on the
student as well as all of North Texas.

The Heritage Society
of Southwestern Medical
Foundation

Established in 1995 by the late Charles
Cameron Sprague, M.D., The Heritage
Society of Southwestern Medical Foun-
dation is an organization that recognizes
forward-thinking donors making
planned-giving commitments. These
individuals were honored at a luncheon
at the T. Boone Pickens Biomedical
Building on Nov. 7, held in conjunction
with Foundation scholarship donors
and recipients.

Dr. Sprague, former president of
UT Southwestern and former president,
chief executive officer and chairman
emeritus of Southwestern Medical Foun-
dation, knew that there were many
donors who left bequests and other gifts
to the Foundation in their wills and
estate plans. Unfortunately, the organiza-
tion did not have the opportunity to
thank donors properly. If the Foundation
knew about the gifts in advance,
someone could work with donors to
make sure the funds would be used
according to the donors’ wishes.

Gifts can be directed toward patient
care, research and medical education, or
donors can rely on the Foundation for
recommendations on applying the funds
where they are most needed. Members of
The Heritage Society utilize a variety of
planned-giving opportunities, including
bequests, life insurance, trusts and other
life-income plans, and retirement-plan
beneficiary designations.

The Foundation wishes to thank The
Heritage Society members personally for
endowing the future of medicine. Public
thanks also are in order for allowing the
organization to utilize these gifts as an
example for others to consider in plan-
ning their own philanthropic support.

Griselda Camacho, Chinonyerem Okwara, Will
Sanderson, Sarah Stack, Arman Jahangiri, Danielle
Andry and Amber Khan
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Rebecca B. Bergstresser and Paul R. Bergstresser
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